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(2) recognizes that the Asian American and
Pacific Islander community strengthens, and
enhances the rich diversity of, the United
States.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 218. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. MORAN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 12, to
amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove the accountability of employees of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 218. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr.
MORAN) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 12, to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the account-
ability of employees of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

Strike Sec. 2.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I have 9
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 10 a.m., in
328A Russell Senate Office Building, in
order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Examining the Farm Economy: Per-
spectives on Rural America.”

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 25, 2017
at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to receive
testimony on the posture of the De-
partment of the Army in review of the
Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2018 and the Future Years De-
fense Program.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a hearing on Thursday,
May 25, 2017, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building in
Washington, DC, to consider the nomi-
nations of Mr. Dan R. Brouillette to be
Deputy Secretary of Energy and Mr.
Neil Chatterjee and Mr. Robert F.
Powelson to be Members of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 25, 2017, at 10
a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office
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Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Proposals for
the Department of Treasury and Tax
Reform.”
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate, on May 25, 2017 at

9:30 a.m., to hold a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Senate Select Committee on the

Judiciary is authorized to meet during

the session of the Senate, on May 25,

2017, following the first floor vote in

the Capitol, to conduct an executive

business meeting. Agenda is attached.
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the

U.S. Senate on Thursday, May 25, 2017

from 2 p.m. in room SH-219 of the Sen-

ate Hart Office Building to hold a

closed Member briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON MULTILATERAL INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, MULTILATERAL IN-
STITUTIONS, AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC,
ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
The Committee on Foreign Relations

Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-

national Development, Multilateral In-

stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental

Policy is authorized to meet during the

session of the Senate on Thursday,

May 25, 2017 at 2 p.m., to hold a hearing

entitled ‘‘Assessing the United Nations

Human Rights Council.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATION
The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on

Homeland Security and Governmental

Affairs is authorized to meet during

the session of the Senate on Thursday,

May 25, 2017, at 9:30 a.m. in order to

conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Stopping

the Shipment of Synthetic Opioids:

Oversight of U.S. Strategy to Combat

Illicit Drugs.”

——
PRIVILEGES

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Katie Wright,
a fellow in my office, be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of the
year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

————
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 181, S. Res. 182, and S.
Res. 183.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be
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agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

DIGITAL COAST ACT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 25, S. 110.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 110) to require the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, to establish a con-
stituent-driven program to provide a digital
information platform capable of efficiently
integrating coastal data with decision-sup-
port tools, training, and best practices and
to support collection of priority coastal
geospatial data to inform and improve local,
State, regional, and Federal capacities to
manage the coastal region, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 110) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 110

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Coast Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Digital Coast is a model approach
for effective Federal partnerships with State
and local government, nongovernmental or-
ganizations, and the private sector.

(2) Access to current, accurate, uniform,
and standards-based geospatial information,
tools, and training to characterize the
United States coastal region is critical for
public safety and for the environment, infra-
structure, and economy of the United States.

(3) More than half of all people of the
United States (153,000,000) currently live on
or near a coast and an additional 12,000,000
are expected in the next decade.

(4) Coastal counties in the United States
average 300 persons per square mile, com-
pared with the national average of 98.

(5) On a typical day, more than 1,540 per-
mits for construction of single-family homes
are issued in coastal counties, combined with
other commercial, retail, and institutional
construction to support this population.

(6) Over half of the economic productivity
of the United States is located within coast-
al regions.

“Digital
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